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rubin is discussed along with the disorders, particularly jaundice and the
consequences thereof, which occur in a premature infant and in members of
a certain strain of rats, because both the latter groups cannot effectively
conjugate bilirubin to its excretable form. A therapeutic program designed
to overcome the enzymatic defect in jaundiced human infants is reviewed;
unfortunately, work done since the presentation of this material has shown
the procedure to be of questionable value.
This book will be of great value to those interested in the biochemistry of
development both as a challenging field of scientific endeavor and as a means
of understanding some fairly common clinical problems occurring during the
perinatal period.
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This series of papers is the result of a conference held by the New York
Academy of Sciences on April 11 and 12, 1958. The volume is striking
testimony to the remarkable diversity of current research in the busy field
of arteriosclerosis. The 17 papers which make up the volume include
detailed studies of intermediary metabolism, of animal experimentation, and
clinical investigation.
The initial papers deal with the biosynthesis, absorption, and transport of
lipids. There follows a series of papers on the role of the pituitary, thyroid,
adrenal cortex, adrenal medulla, parathyroid, sex hormones, and pancreas
in cardiovascular disease. A final group of papers is concerned with the
endocrines, ground substance, and tissue permeability. Several authors
commented on the problem of the similarity, or lack of it, between the type
of medial necrosis of the artery wall caused by such agents as epinephrine or
parathyroid hormone, and the fatty sub-intimal lesions usually character-
istic of human atherosclerosis and of dietary-induced animal atherosclerosis.
In another paper the frequently alleged but unproved association between
hypothyroidism and atherosclerosis is exposed as an unfounded myth.
In a sense many of the presentations are too specialized for a collection
of such general interest, yet the helpful discussions at the end of each group
of papers serve to bring each subject into the focus of the general problem.
This volume is not necessarily acomplete coverage of the subject set forth in
the title, but is rather an interesting sampling of work going on in the field,
and a rich source of provocative new ideas.
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